THE   ULTIMATUM
if this is merely his mistake, why do they not intervene this same evening ? The Kaiser on his ship could not, indeed, be reached so quickly; but in half an hour they could be talking to Vienna, and Vienna could be talking to its Minister in Belgrade within two hours. Bethmann, jfe*gow, Zimmermann, agree in describing the Note as "in every respect too sharp"'; but none of them thinks of altering the circular note telegraphed yesterday and to-day to the German Ambassadors in Petersburg, Paris, and London, to guide the decisive negotiations in the Cabinets of those capitals the day after to-morrow. This communication states that Germany considers her allies' note (which they had not yet seen) to be "moderate and proper." Now the gentlemen leave this unconditional approval of the Ultimatum officially standing before Europe; although condemning the Note, they step in protectingly between Austria and Europe.
But when, a few days later, someone spoke to Count Berchtold of the danger of his Ultimatum, he wagged his manicured finger in the air with a gently admonitory gesture, slightly shook his wearied head, and courteously corrected: "Pardon, Tour Excellency, this is not an Ultimatum; it is a demarche with a time-limit"
60gs the paper to the German Secretary of State, Now Jagow, who knew only that the blank cheque was being filled in, but not for how much, sees the total that the Kaiser had guaranteed in the dark, a fortnight previously, without asking advice. He says anxiously: "That's pretty sharp!" Thereupon the old Count answers with these classic words: "frell, there's nothing more to be done about it. To-morrow morning it will be handed in at Belgrade in that form!"
